Level 8 Fiction
The Urgent Message (Z/2& ®x|)

Words in the pictures

children going upstairs / a pinboard with postcards on

a palace in the countryside / the royal adviser / angry Queen shouting
a carrier pigeon / a servant holding a pigeon

children running to get uncle's call / a laptop / kitchen countertop

O P2: Biff picked up a postcard in the hall.
HIZE T Gle gAE B8 E3R,

"Look," she said.

0|2 & - 27 Yo,

"It's been written upside down and the address is wrong!"
“0|1AH HPE M1 G|Chot S0 ZRE] AT

"I'm surprised it even got here," said Chip.
07|12 2 2= =24@ Ol EHo| YRR,

O P3: "Whois it from?" asked Nadim.
b EU HOFT LHED] QI E

"It's must be from Uncle Max," guessed Chip.
Y2 hE0| B F MOl 0] FEHMR,

"He's always travelling."
“HES & 0y S0IMHE "

"Yes, itis,” said Biff.
S|, 2HEOI0L" HIZ7 U,

"Look! He's in Australia now."
== X222 250 L7} -
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"He's a bit of an explorer,” said Mum.
HE| oEE A BEVI0L E0 2L,

O P4: "Please can | put it up in my bedroom with the others, Mum?" asked Biff.

“H Lofl CHE gAS01E 20 £ {20 BHEE, o 5EI 2U08,

"Of course,” replied Mum.
"SEO|X" O EHHS.

"I collect all of his postcards,” Biff explained to Nadim.
o HE BME T ZEAHE, HIZT LIEWH 28 EHR,

"Come and see.”
Hye¥”

Nadim and Chip followed Biff upstairs to her bedroom.
LiE o 2 HIEE Ot S 192 Yo IE,

O P5: Biff stuck the postcard to her wall with sticky tape.

HZE= T gME A= HO|E2 Hi| @A,

She had only just finished when the key began to glow.
979 o 2SO 0FY 2] E47F JiEHR,

"Where is it going to take us now?" asked Nadim.

01 D= B47 F2E U2 H7RLr LI"0| S20a,

"Maybe to the place on Uncle Max's postcard?"
WA AE EMO L Sl X2 ofdmr

O P6: The key took them to a place that didn't look at all like the place on Uncle
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Max's postcard.
Ot 2] 4= 58 YA ofF GA0 U2 Zohs e O2H 47l 228
HlZa.

They were in the countryside.
ASE AE X0 AL,

"Look," said Chip.
i B EHOl Lo,



O P7:

O P8:

O P9:

He could see a building beyond the trees.
Jde LR HHZ HES 8+ 220a.

“It's a castle!"
~40[FEoH

A man with a horse was standing in the middle of the lane.
o ERT 2 i E ERT M AR,

He looked worried as he held one of the horse's hooves up in the air.

= Uiy #RS SECE S AEAYY B0,

"Excuse me,"” said Biff to the man.
AYELCE" B[22} R0 A 2R,

"Is everything all right "
L=t ey

The man looked up.
HE7H HE MOEUN R,

"My horse needs a new horseshoe," he explained.
U Y2 M =0 HRSITOL 27 43,

"Can you take it to a blacksmith?" asked Nadim.
“CHEFEO|0A 2HA]51 7HA =E] EUR? LF0] 228,

“I don't have time," said the man.
"B AIHO] BI04, HA | 2o,

"l am a royal messenger carrying an urgent letter from King Donald.

| have to take it to Queen Hilda at the castle."
‘L= EYE #2| 2ig MXIE HY6h= @29 SF0=T BXAIE Mol Sle
ST RO FEE 0} S)

O P10: "The castle isn't too far away,” said Nadim.

W2 2| EX| gEdEa,” Ligo| 2Eea,

"We can deliver the letter while you go to a blacksmith.”
"THEEI0A U 2d 2 X7t HRE HEs| 58 = U
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O P11:

"Really?" said the messenger. "Thank you!”
HEOYT 0| ML, Uy

HE puJIEd a letter from his pocket and handed it to Nadim.
FHUoAM BXIE AU LIE A SR,

The children set off towards the castle.
OIS HE &6l ZIME.,

"Look," said Biff.
0131 B H| =7} 2R,

"The letter has a big wax seal on it."
X0 Aok LR E00] EMUM

"That is so the person getting the letter can see no one else has read it

first,” said Nadim.
T1ER BAE Y MEHE TS A= B HASKE o -+ AUF, " "0 2.

O P12: When they reached the castle, they told the guard that they had an

O P13:

urgent letter for Queen Hilda.
S0 =E8A, 2F2 FH|0oA 20 g I8 BRSO ZHee,

The guard inspected the wax seal and then said, "You'd better give this to
the Queen yourselves. Follow me."

FH|= 2 8018 4 H2 H 2K, HAP tEEm 0132 EHE =8l Al
AL LS TErRE

The children followed the guard into the castle and along several dark
corridors.

OHo|E2 FH|UE Tet 4tez 507t H5E SE58 4R,

At last the guard stopped outside a big, wooden door and said,
“You'll find the Queen in there."
OFEILY BHItE #Oe U2 2 UhEe] 3 M 2o, -2 o7 (o A4M,

O P14: When the children opened the door, Queen Hilda stared at them crossly.
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0H|S0| 2 B8 B3 SM7H 3Tt HEE O5S WIS MoEHE,

"Why are you here?” the Queen demanded.
a7} 2 07| UK HEO| I SUHK,



Nadim held up the letter and said, "We've brought an urgent message for

Wu.“
LIEE BXIE S0 200 2o, "Fals HEgge 718 TS 7IHeea”

O P15: The Queen took the letter but she did not open it.
HEE BAE U0 511 FHEX = NS,

She glanced at the wax seal and then she cried loudly, "No, no, no! It's
another letter from that awful King Donald!"

JE YE B0E 88 Eile 3 AS1EHR, Of, Qe 2l O X|Zx 2w
ZEE #0| 2H mxjofr

O P16: The Queen ripped up the letter and scattered the pieces on the floor.
HEE EAE W 2SS v 928 HIta.

"Aren't you even going to read it?" asked Biff.
"HHER = B4 HHRT 27| 22N,

"Kind Donald's messenger told us it was urgent.”
‘EEE o HAE MM Gt BXE R

0O P17: "You really should read it," said the royal adviser politely.
"EE HY HMOF gL B2 LEl S0k BHME,

"Donald is a king, after all."
"=EEE HRE BOIX| gEUm”

The Queen sighed. "Very well,” she said.
HEE FtzE WSta. “&0L 247 Z3tia.

"Give me the letter.”
"HAE A=

Two guards scrambled to collect the torn bits of paper.
7IA 5 0| 22 BRIE FH 2931 §SHNE,

O P18: The Queen held the torn pieces together and read.
HE2 T =255 U S3 HXE YUK,

Her face grew redder and redder with anger.
142 H=E2 B2 EEA fUENR,



O P19:

O P20:

O P21

Dear Hilda,
EICHHA,

| am writing to let you know that you are very silly, in my opinion.
L 2] Fe2 ti tEldTis 2E Yeisas HEAE

| hope you agree.
L W20 Soiakd Higte,

From Donald
e e =

"How dare he call me silly!" the Queen shouted furiously.
"HE| LoA taloin Siohr tE0| B0 Xk A213Ha,

She turned to a servant who was sitting in the corner with a quill and

paper.
14 ZIED 018 7RG PN 20RE oA =& S5,

"Write down this message at once,” she said.
“HE 0| 2= LOL Hoat 197 e,

The servant wrote down the Queen's message: 'Dear Donald. Well, in my
opinion, you are the silliest king ever! From Hilda.'

1 lEk= M) 2E WO TES WA, T, W M2, His diola 7L
HEj42 Fo|CH go= e

Queen Hilda smiled.
BT S W A0

"Perfect!” she said.
sl 197 YEMe,

"Mow ring the bell to send for a carrier pigeon. | want the message to
arrive as soon as possible.”

0lH FA HIE7 = HAE BU7| Fsl & 3= BX7 MUt e =&6EH
HEE"

Another servant ran in with a pigeon.
CHE Lajrt HIE7] 8 0flE 7100 S8R,



O P2

O P23:

The servant with the quill began to attach Queen Hilda's note to the

pigeon’s leg.
ZIEE FEA0 T el HHIET| TR0 BT HEL] [AE 771 AR,

Nadim noticed something on the floor.

LHE0| Bi50iA 2227 HE EAWHK,

"Hold on!" he said.
"HAQERF 371 TR,

"There's another bit of paper under the throne!"
“HF OO CHE B9EZ0| E /IHEr

MNadim picked up the torn pieces.
LIEE 3HE 248 F/HSUAHR,

Biff still had the roll of sticky tape in her pocket and so she stuck all the
pieces together.

HIZE 0ES| 259 FHU EHA2E HolZo] @& 7HR5 2D J8M Js
2E £4E 0|HEARNI.

The royal adviser looked nervous because the pigeon was about to fly off.
29 Hak= HIETPHY 207 H7| DR S0t 2R0R.

"Please wait!" shouted Biff.
"ERAIOHRF BT} AR|EME,

"Listen to the whole letter."
FHH B Uiz & SHEAs "

Dear Hilda,
ECHHA

| am writing to let you know that you are invited to my party.
L DHE|0| Eils £OETE 1S Y357 sl 0] HAE 20 214,

Our argument was very silly, in my opinion.
L 20 22|2f THEE OFF HE|49l4

| hope you agree.
= JFH Yok viste,
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From Donald
Caca g

O P24: "How delightful!” said Queen Hilda.
01FH &= 71" &0t E0| FHHL.

"Maybe Donald isn't such a bad brother, after all.”
"HRE =9 3= Lh® A7} OpLoL"

"He's your brother?" asked Chip.
“MEEY MR E0| EXUHE.

“Of course," replied the Queen.
"JE0 U3 " 0| PR,

"They often get cross with each other,” said the royal adviser wearily.
IEE &8 ME das FEU Y R0 Iat & 2R,

O P25: "Shall | let the pigeon go, Your Majesty?" asked the servant.
"M@, HIE7IE SENRT Lol 228,

"No!" cried Queen Hilda.
"R EC HE0] AREHE,

"l can't possibly send such a rude note!
1A 2T /XIS BUls A Y= 2 =

| must write and accept Donald's kind invitation!”
=HEo| IS RS WOrSPITtl 0o} SHCtar

O P26: The Queen started a new letter.
HEE M HEE & 2T,

"My dearest brother,” she began.
"Lio) MEths BH," 197 AR,

"How delightful to hear from you ..."
YHUORRE PAS WO Yok F2F| 23R -

As the servant scribbled down Hilda's words, the key began to glow.
1 LlE7} 2o (2] 2E ok Hx), Ohg 2] STt WL | AR,
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O P27: "Maybe Hilda and Donald wouldn't argue so much if they didn't have to
communicate by notes,” said Nadim.
"BCHR =950 MX|Z oAAEE SHA| fILHE, A 058 JFA =US s
WUS 0L LE0] R,

“Maybe," said Biff.
S CIWT " B2} AR,

Kipper appeared at the door.
7157} 20 HEHHE,

"Come guickly!" he said.
"0 24 B 7| HEog.

"Uncle Max is video-calling us on the computer!”
WA HED HREZR 2k S2E UNF

O P28: The children ran downstairs.
OHIE2 DS C=E e,

"Communication's much easier for us!" said Chip.
P AF517|7H O HE 2 20k EHol 2HoR,

"l bet Uncle Max is calling from an Internet cafe!”
"EA HEC| YURLIFHR0M FESE OIS MO

But when they reached the computer, Mum and Dad looked unhappy.
SHAZE I 30| FRER #E o, 2i0roHE STSASH EHHE,

O P29: "First we couldn't hear anything,” said Mum.
"HT B0 PR OF S30|, 017} YRR,

"Then the screen froze,"” said Dad.
kS SHO| AT OHET LS,

"Sometimes | think it would just be easier to use carrier pigeons!”
7h8 o AefE| HE HIET|IE Ae A HE 2 20E 40| B4

The children looked at each other and smiled.
OHIEE MZE HRED 4 £29Me.



O P30

Retell the Story
QI0F7| ChA| 2517

Look at the pictures and retell the story in your own words.
IS B0 EHF 7 IsHEMR.

Biff picked up a postcard in the hall.
HZ&= S8 s 8ME g0 SR8,

The key took them to the countryside.
OHgls) B4E 25 AME XF0| G,

They saw a castle beyond the trees.

ISE LS ALY 485 3R,

The royal messenger gave them an urgent letter for the Queen.
=22 B0 ORIENAH MEE AT gt BAE A,

When they reached the castle, they told the guard that they had an
urgent letter for Queen Hilda.
S0 =E8A, 2F2 FH|0oA 20 g I8 BRSO ZHee,

The Queen ripped up the letter and scattered the pieces on the floor.
HEE BIE WA Z4ES UL 18 MR,

The Queen read the letter in torn pieces.
HEE AN =255 UH =31 HAE HU0R,

Biff stuck all the pieces together with the roll of sticky tape.
|27} DA HO|E 82 25 =48 20t 0] E9Ha,

The Queen stopped the carrier pigeon with the first letter.
HE0| & Hm BXIE 7HRS 718E HE HIS7|E Hata,

The Queen started a new letter.
HE0| M BHAE MR,

Mum and Dad were having trouble talking to Uncle Max.
HOLR} OHEET L WA FEN 5617 |0 SgkE Ja3 AANE,



O P31

Look Back, Explorers
ChAlE R, BT}

1: Why couldn't the messenger deliver the letter to Queen Hilda?
o TIPS Tt el HAlE HIEE = gUR?

Al: The messenger had to go to a blacksmith to change his horse's

horseshoe.
TS Up S e CHEEO A 710 JHE,

Q2: Why did the letter have a big wax seal on it?
o Hxls FHoe ZE 8210 HHIARILRY

A2: 50 the person getting the letter can see no one else has read it first.
IS U AFH0| THE ARH0| B HRIEXE E 4= UH 517] HEO|HR.

3: The Queen shouted furiously on page 19. What other words can you
think of that mean the same as furiously?
1980 HEE B0 A A2THE, B0 APt 22 0|7} s e
TE S0 & =+ AU4R7?

A3: | can think of "fiercely’, "viclently' and "heatedly’.
HETE, AL, EE S2eE W26 & 5 AUMR.

04: What might have happened if the pigeon carrying the rude note had
been sent to Donald?
ST HAE HiFEths IS |17 2= 2UEOH S o
YHHEMRTY

Ad: The Queen and the King would have argued and fought.
g 0| BuES 60 LHEE 3 2018,

(15: Can you explain what happened to the letter? Why did the meaning
of the letter change in the story?
WA F& UO| UREX| SBE = ULIRT 0[0F7| & T LIE0| off uipA
SRR



O P32

86

A5: The meaning of the letter changed because the Queen had missed
a torn piece from the letter and read without it. When Nadim found
the piece, the Queen could read the whole letter properly.

O{E0| Tl RES W0 BXE YUY LE0| HIHAHE, LiF0| 7] RE2S
10 LEOE, MBS HO2 & BEIE ¢S 4 QI0HA,

(6: Did you find out how this man was called to the Queen?
GE0| 0] @28 HEA E5leX] YordLa?

Ab: He was called by someone ringing a bell.
Fo7 WE &3 0| HAE @R,

What's Next, Explorers?
OEE JolE, 5E1

Now you know how CQueen Hilda and King Donald sent messages to each
other, find out about other ways people have kept in touch over time ...
FSTE| 2o gD =9 20| HEH MZ0H g Biliex] "otEey,
O Ao CHE AMEE S CHYTH 45 S0 s YoREAIc .

Smoke Signals to Smartphones
7| HEoiM ADEZMX|

Explorer Challenge for Smoke Signals to Smartphones
‘7| LSO ADMEZDAGM SHE7F =H

Find out how flags help us to communicate ...
A0 HEH 227} 288k AE THEX LOREA ...

You can find out by reading "Smoke Signals to Smartphones'.
‘7| LB ADEETNATE H2'H Yok = 2I0R.



