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: Max’s mission log: We are travelling through space on board the micro

-ship Excelsa with our new friends, Nok and Seven.

We’re on a mission to save Planet Exis (Nok’s home planet), which
is running out of power. We need to collect four fragments that
have been hidden throughout the Beta-Prime Galaxy. Together the
fragments form the Core of Exis. Only the Core will restore power to
the planet.

It's not easy. A space villain called Badlaw wants the power of the
Core for himself. His army of robotic Krools is never far behind us!
Fragments collected so far: 3
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Current location: Planet Moxor

In our last adventure... Ant, Tiger and Seven were beamed down to
Planet Moxor. They took shelter from the heat in a cave. They
came across some bad-tempered aliens called Moxorians and were
captured! Ant and Tiger shrank to escape, but Seven was taken away.
Then Ant and Tiger were attacked by some acid-spitting lizards. They
only just escaped! Now they are trying to find the rest of us.
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Chapter 1 - Touch down

OP4:

The heat hit Max as soon as he opened the exit hatch. Beads of sweat
formed on his brow as he pushed the button to activate the holo-ramp.
The ramp fizzed and shimmered.

“Hang on... there’s something wrong with the hoIo-ramp,” Max said.
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He watched as it began to flicker. “We’ll just have to chance it,” he said,
jumping on to the ramp. He skidded down and landed safely on the
sandy surface of Planet Moxor.

Cat and Nok followed close behind him. Just as they neared the
bottom, however, the ramp vanished. Nok landed with a thump.
“Ouch,” he cried, as he hit the hot sand.
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“We need to find the others,” said Max.

Cat flipped up her watch. Two dots pulsed on the screen. “Ant and
Tiger are nearby,” she said. A second later she shook her head. “I've
lost them.”

“The heat on this planet must be causing energy surges,” said Nok. “It
could be affecting our equipment.”
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“We’d better check our watches work," said Max.

They pressed their buttons and, luckily, grew to normal size.

"The signal was coming from over there," Cat said, pointing north.
"Let’s head that way and hope we can pick it up again soon."
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Cat led them across the scorching hot desert. She used her magni-
scope to scan the horizon. She spotted something in the distance.
"What can you see?" asked Max.

"This desert isn’t quite as empty as we thought," she replied, pointing
ahead. "It looks like a forest of some kind.
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Chapter 2 - The grumptus forest

(O P9: When they reached the forest they saw hundreds of giant, blue

O P12

Project X Al

cactus plants stretched out in front of them. Lethal-looking red spines
poked out from their leathery skins.

"Maybe we should find another way?" Max suggested.

"They’re just grumptus plants," said Nok. "We have something similar
on Planet Exis. Just don’t touch them and you'll be fine."

=0l =AFSIA =8 JHOf A{oH D Izt MOIES0| 15 0l BMASUC X|F
O HO|= M7 TIAS0| 7HS 22 LIRS £ L AUS L

'THE 4S8 = 7 e WATL H|HtELICE

‘g DHEA ASY #0[0F" 50| LRUGLICE "UAA AE0= HIZTH A U
0. QEX|X|Ct QIO T PHES 7OF"

Grumptus plants Information: Grumptus plants are the most
aggressive plants in the galaxy. They can move their limbs to defend
themselves. Their spines are so sharp that a grumptus attack can be
fatal.

Habitat: Grumptus plants only grow in very hot places.

Edible: Grumptus plants are sweet and juicy beneath their leathery
skin... but you have to be brave to try to eat one!
Grumptus-charming: It is rumoured that there are ways to charm
grumptus plants and send them into a deep sleep to prevent attacks.
As yet, these rumours are unproven.
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"Let’s shrink," Cat suggested. "It will be easier to avoid the plants if
we’re small." They pressed their buttons but nothing happened.

"The heat must be affecting our shrinking power now!" said Max.
"Don’t worry," said Nok. "Follow me."
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Max and Cat followed Nok into the forest. They carefully weaved their
way through the plants.

"Ouch!" cried Cat, as she snagged her sleeve on a spike.

They all froze. The plants seemed to be waking up.
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Max pushed the button on his suit. His holo-board flickered on but
then disappeared.

"lt's not working!" he shouted in frustration.

The loud noise seemed to make the grumptus plants angry. Spiky
arms swung at them like clubs.

"Look out!" Cat gasped. She grabbed Max and pulled him clear of a
spiky arm.
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Just then, Max and Cat heard a gently humming noise. They turned
to see Nok standing with his eyes closed. He started to sing.

"This is no time for songs, Nok," Cat hissed.
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As Nok sang, the grumptus plants began to sway gently.

They seemed to be falling alseep. Nok gestured to Max and Cat to
keep moving.

They had almost made it to the edge of the forest, when Nok stopped.
Max spun round. "Why have you stopped?" he asked.

"l only know the first verse!" said Nok.
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(O P17: The grumptus plants started to stir again.
Max tried his holo-board one more time. This time it shimmered into life.
"Yes!" he yelled. He zoomed up out of the forest.
Cat and Nok quickly followed his lead. Spiky arms swung at them as
they shot past.
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(O P18: The three friends landed just outside the grumptus forest.
"We're safe!" Nok cried. "Wrong," said Max. Look!" Ahead of them,
the Krools’ ship was coming in to land.
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Chapter 3 - Joining forces

(O P19: Max, Cat and Nok lay on their bellies at the top of a sand dune. They
watched as two scary-looking aliens approached the Krools.
"Moxorians!" whispered Nok.

Krool 1, commander of the Krools, began talking with the Moxorians.
Nok strained to hear what they were saying.

"They’re too far away," he said.
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(© P20: Suddenly a hologram shot out from Krool 1’s chest. The hologram
image looked familiar.
"It's the fourth fragment!" Nok whispered.
"Oh, no," Cat groaned. "The Krools must be asking the Moxorians to
help them find it" WHIRRRRR...
"What was that noise?" asked Max.
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Slowly Max turned around. Behind them was a purple Krool. "It's a
scout!" he cried.

The scout let out a piercing high-pitched alarm. Krool 1 turned his
metallic head in their direction. He gave an order and a group of
Krools curled up and sped across the desert towards them.
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Cat looked back at the purple Krool. "We're trapped!" she exclaimed.
She hit the button to activate her holo-board but nothing happened.
"We've lost power again!" The Krools were now only metres away.
They uncurled in front of the friends and prepared to attack.
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WHOOSH! The Krools fired out sticky, green discs of goo.
"Gel traps!" shouted Nok.

The first gel trap slammed into the sand in front of them.
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Max tried to dodge the next gel trap, but it caught the front of his
boot. He tugged his leg, trying to wrench his foot free, but it was stuck
fast. "Help!" he cried. "l can’t move!" Several more Krool lined up,
ready to fire.
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Cat hooked her arms under Max’s and pulled with all her strength.
"Max, try your power boots," she yelled.

Max pressed his button. Luckily, his boots fired up. The gel quickly
melted. Max and Cat shot into the grumptus forest. Nok rushed in
after them.
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The spiky plants sensed the intruders and began to stir.

Max and Cat looked at each other, worried. "What are we going to
do?" said Cat. "Keep quiet and don’'t move," warned Nok. The Krools
were approaching the forest fast.
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Chapter 4 - Together again
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The Krools charged into the forest after the friends.

"Try shrinking NOW!" Max yelled.

They all pressed their buttons... and shrank.

"It worked!" said Cat. The micro-friends quickly leapt out of the way of
the speeding Krools.
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As the Krools rolled through the forest, the grumptus plants swung
their spiky arms. The Kools were knocked from plant to plant. Soon
the Krools had been batted deep inside the forest.
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"Quick," said Max, looking down at his boots. "Check your holo-boards!"
They pressed their button and cheered as the boards appeared.
They took to the air, zooming out of the grumptus forest. They swept
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right over the Krools.
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Cat looked at her watch. She could see two flashing dots heading
their way. "It's Ant and Tiger!" she said. Max, Cat and Nok looked
up. Two familiar figures were gliding towards them across the desert.
They grew back to normal size and went to greet their friends.
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"Where’s Seven?" Nok asked anxiously. Ant paused, then said,
"Some Moxorians have taken him."

"We tried our best to rescue him," Tiger added, sadly.

Max looked at Nok. "Don’t worry," he said. "We’'ll rescue Seven and
find the fragment before the Krools do."
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"Where should we start?" asked Cat, looking around her. "This planet
is huge."

"One of the Moxorians who took Seven said something about a
‘stripe’, if that’s any help," Ant told them.

Nok looked up. "He must have meant the Sea Stripe! Come on,
there’s no time to lose!"
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Listening Comprehension
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1. On page 6, what were the two dots on Cat’s watch?

a. They were the grumptus plants.
b. It was the Krools’ ship coming in to land.
c. The two dots meant Ant and Tiger.

2. What is a synonym of the word ‘tug’?
a. rush
b. move
c. pull

3. What is an antonym of the word ‘defend’?

a. dodge
b. attack
c. approach
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