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Alien Nurp Stampede
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Project X Alien Adventures
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Max’s mission log: Cat, Ant, Tiger and | have made some new micro-
friends...an alien called Nok and his robot, Seven! Together, we
travelled through space on board the micro-ship Excelsa to Nok’s
home, Planet Exis. When we got there, we found that Planet Exis
had been taken over by a space villain called Badlaw and his army of
robotic Krools. Now Nok wants our help to defeat Badlaw!
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Current location: Planet Exis

In our last adventure... We met a wise, old Exian called Arkon. He told
us that we had to go on a mission to collect four fragments. Together
the fragments form the Core of Exis. The Core will restore power to
Planet Exis and help us to defeat Badlaw. First, we had to get the
map which shows where the fragments are hidden. It wasn't easy...
we had to defeat an energy beast to get it! Now we have the map we
are heading back to our ship to start the mission...
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Seven was leading the way through the Exian forest. He turned
around and saw that the others had stopped. They were staring at a
herd of strange creatures. "Do try to keep up," Seven fussed.
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"Shh," said Nok. "We don’t want to scare them." "What are they?"
asked Max. "Nurps," said Nok. "Are they dangerous?" asked Ant.
"Not usually," replied Nok. "
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Nurps Information: The nurps’ markings make them harder to see among
the trees and bushes. They are peaceful creatures that live in herds.
Nurps take great care of their young.

Habitat: Nurps live in the forests of Exis.

Diet: Nurps eat fruit, berries and leaves. Their favourite food is the
flooble-berry.

Flooble-berries: Eating too many flooble-berries maeks the nurps
sneeze. When they sneeze they make a 'nurp’ sound. This is how
they got their name.
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(O P8: "We really should be going," said Seven. "Can’t we rest for a moment?"
asked Cat. "My feet are aching," Tiger added.
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(O P9: "Maybe we can stop for a while," Nok agreed. He disappeared into
the bushes and came back with handfuls of flooble-berries. They all
ate the berries hungrily. Purple juice dribbled down their chins.
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(O P10: Suddenly, the nurps started to bellow. The friends looked up in time
to see the nurps thundering towards them. "Stampede!" yelled Ant.
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(O P11: The children and Seven threw themselves out of the way. The wild-
eyed nurps were crushing everything in their path. Nok wasn’t quick
enough. A huge nurp knocked him to the ground.
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(O P12: Nok landed hard on his side but managed to scramble to safety.
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"Are you OK?" asked Max. "l think so," said Nok, rubbing his arm.
"l wonder what made the nurps stampede? Do you think it was
because we were taking their flooble-berries?"
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Tiger’s watch began to flash. It meant danger was near. "Shrink now!"

he yelled. The friends quickly shrank and hid in the bushes. Two
Krools rolled into the clearing where the nurps had been grazing.
They uncurled and started scanning the area.
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"That explains it. The Krools caused the stampede," whispered Ant.
Nok looked down at his belt. One of his cases was open. "The
map!" he said. "It's missing! It must have fallen out when | fell over!"
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Without the map their mission was lost! "We have to find it before the
Krools do," said Max. "I might be able to locate it," said Seven. He
scanned the area.
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Seven pointed to a muddy patch of ground. They could just see the
corner of the map. Next to it was a small, bleating nurp. It had been
separated from its mother.
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"Don’t worry, Nok," said Tiger. "l can reach the map if 'm quick." Before
anyone could stop him, he ran out into the clearing. "Come back!"
hissed Max, but Tiger was not listening.
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O P18: Tiger reached the map. He tried to pull it from the mud, but the curious
nurp kept nuzzling him.
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(O P19: Then the nurp sneezed! A blast of something warm and sticky
knocked Tiger off his feet. "Err!" said Tiger. "I'm covered in nurp slurp!"
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() P20: "We must help him!" said Max. "Cat, switch on your holo-board!"
Max and Cat shot out towards their friend. As they approached
Tiger, one of the Krools noticed them.
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(O P21: It took aim and fired a gel trap into the air. Max and Cat swerved just
in time, but the second Krool was raising its arm ready to fire.
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(O P22: Suddenly, there was a pounding sound. A large nurp thundered into
the clearing. "It's the baby nurp’s mother," cried Cat. The nurp
slammed into the first Krool, sending it flying. The other Krool quickly
curled up and rolled away.
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(O P23: Max, Cat and Tiger scooped up the map and headed back to the others.
Safe among the trees, the micro-friends grew back to normal size.
Nok carefully locked the map back into his belt. "Thanks!" he said.
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(O P24: "Please can we get back to the ship now?" said Seven, but the others
were already hurrying off. "Do try to keep up, Seven," said Tiger,
with a grin.
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Listening Comprehension
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1. What did the friends eat in the forest?
a. They all ate leaves.
b. They all ate the berries.
c. They all ate some cheese.

2. What is a synonym of the word ‘curious’?
a. peaceful
b. questionable
c. muddy
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