Battle with the Beast
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Max’s mission log: Cat, Ant, Tiger and | have made some new micro-
friends... an alien called Nok and his robot, Seven! Together, we
travelled through space on board the micro-ship Excelsa to Nok’s
home, Planet Exis. When we got there, we found that Planet Exis
had been taken over by a space villain called Badlaw and his army of
robotic Krools. Now Nok wants our help to defeat Badlaw!
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Current location: Planet Exis

In our last adventure... We arrived at Nok’s home... it was a palace!
Nok’s parents - the king and queen of Exis - were missing. We
found out that Badlaw has captured Nok’s parents. He says he won't
release them until he has 'the map’, but which map and where is it?
We're hoping Arkon, The Old One, can help us. He has brought us to
the Pool of Power.
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Arkon, The Old One, was standing in front of a glistening blue lake of
energy. It was the Pool of Power. Nok stepped forwards and raised
his hand in a greeting.
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"I'm so glad to see you, Arkon!" said Nok. "l am glad to see you too, Nok,"
Arkon said. He turned to the others. "Welcome, Max, Cat, Ant and Tiger."
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How do you know our names?" asked Cat. "I know many things, Cat,"
said Arkon. "Can you tell us why badlaw has kidnapped my parents?"
asked Nok. "And why does he want some old map?" added Tiger.
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"There is a lot to explain," said Arkon. "It all starts with the Pool of
Power..."
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The Pool of Power Information: The Pool of Power is a mighty energy
source. Power from the pool flows into the rivers and lakes of Exis.
This power is the source of all life on the planet. The power also
shines out across the whole galaxy. It gives light and energy to other
planets. The secret to the Pool’'s power is the Core of Exis - the most
powerful object in the galaxy.
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Many years ago, a rogue alien tried to steal the Core of Exis. His
attempt failed, but to keep the Core safe, it was broken into fragments.
These fragments were then hidden in the farthest corners of the galaxy.
Every 100 years the Pool of Power needs to be recharged. To do this,
the fragments have to be re-formed and the Core sunk into the Pool
for 12 days.
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(O P10: "The map that Badlaw wants shows where the fragments are hidden,"

said Arkon. "So, if Badlaw gets the map," said Ant, "he can get the
fragments." "Then he would be able to keep the Core’s power for
himself," said Cat.
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O P11: "Exactly," said Arkon. "So, where is the map?" asked Max. "Over
there," said Arkon, pointing to the island in the centre of the Pool of
Power.
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(O P12: Nok didn’t wait to hear any more. He pressed the button on his
chest. Wings unfolded from the back of his spacesuit, and he shot
up into the air. "Hang on!" Cat shouted. Nok took no notice.
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O P13: "We'd better go after him," said Max, pressing the button on his chest.
Soon they were all flying over the Pool of Power. Below them the
lake crackled and hummed with energy.
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(O P14: Nok landed and ran up some rocky steps to the top of the island.
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O P15: A small, glowing metal hexagon lay on top of the rock. Nok went to
pick it up. As soon as he touched it, there was a loud rumble behind
him. Giant bubbles rose to the surface of the lake.
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(O P16: Suddenly, an enormous beast burst out of the lake. It had razor-
sharp claws and huge spikes on its body.
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(O P17: Nok saw that his friends had followed him to the island. "Watch out!"
he yelled. The beast opened its jaws. It fired a massive ball of
energy at them!
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O P18: They dived out of the way. "Quick, distract it!" Max shouted. Max, Cat,
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Ant and Tiger flew round the beast to confuse it. It roared and shook
its head from side to side.
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Then it grabbed Tiger in its terrible claws. Tiger pressed the button
on his watch. He shrank and slipped free of the beast’s grip.
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The beast turned to Nok and fired. Nok raised his hands and fired his
own energy ball. The balls clashed in mid-air.

YE2 =2 ol SOIMM LARISLICE == &2 S0 119 0K 22 LARY
SLIC oHX| 220| SS0IM SSASLICE

Nok pushed his energy ball harder and it hit the beast. Then suddenly,
the beast vanished! As the smoke cleared, the friends saw Arkon
standing in its place.
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"Well done," said Arkon. "You have passed the test." "What test?"
said Max, confused. "Only the bravest, most honest and determined
will succeed on this mission," said Arkon. "l made the beast to test
you. Now take the map, Nok."
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Nok reached out for the map once again. It glowed as his energy
flowed into it. The map slid open and a hologram of the Beta-Prime
Galaxy appeared. "You must collect all four fragments to save
Planet Exis," said Arkon. "But first..."
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Seconds later, they found themselves in Arkon’s cave. He gave
them the best dinner they had ever eaten. Very soon they would be
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n their way to begin a whole new adventure.
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Listening Comprehension
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1. Why was the Core broken down and hidden across the galaxy?
a. The invaders from the other galaxy broke the Core and hid it on

their galaxy.
b. To keep the Core safe, although a rogue alien’s attempt failed.
c. Badlaw broke the Core and hid it in his palace.

2. What is a synonym of the word ‘rogue’?
a. villain
b. beast
c. adventure
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