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Traditional Tales: Stage 1

<The Elves and the Shoemaker>
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[Narratorl]: Long ago there lived a poor shoemaker and his wife.
[Shoemaker]: “I only have small leather.”

[Wife]: What will we do?

[Narratorl]: That night the shoemaker left out his last leather on the table and went to bed sad.
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[Narratorl] But the morning after, the shoemaker was very surprised to find a beautiful pair of
new shoes.

[Shoemaker]: What are these?!

[Wife]: Wow! They are beautiful!

[Narratorl]: Later on in the day, an old lady went by the shoe shop. She found this beautiful pair



of shoes.

[An Old lady]: These shoes are perfect. I will buy them.
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[Narratorl]: Later at night, before he went to bed, he left out the leather for two more pairs of
shoes on the table. The next morning he also found two beautiful pairs of new shoes.

[Wife]: Wow, again!

[Shoemaker]: Beautiful!
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[Narratorl]: The shoemaker became famous. Everyone came to him to buy shoes.

[Customer 2]: I want these shoes.

[Customer 3]: These shoes are perfect!

[Customer 2]: I will pay double the price.

[Customer 3]: Me too!

[Narratorl]: The shoemaker and his wife became rich. However, they wanted to know who was
making all the shoes for them. So, late at night they hid, and there were two elves sneak into
the shoemaker's shop.

[EIf 1]: One more!

[EIf 2]: Okay!

[Narratorl]: The quick and skilled elves made a new pair of shoes in a flash. The Shoemaker and
his wife were amazed at what they saw. It was a cold winter, but the elves, dressed in ragged

clothes.
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[Shoemaker]: "Let's make them warm clothes and shoes.”

[Narratorl]: The following night, next to the leather, the two elves found two presents on the
table. (pause) And they opened the presents.

[EIf 1]: What beautiful blue clothes!

[EIf 2]: Mine is red! Now we have warm clothes.

[Narratorl]: The elves were very happy. They danced and ran. The shoemaker and his wife were
very happy that they could do something special for the elves.

[Narrator2]: Talk about the story. (2 seconds pause)

[Narrator2]: Turn to page 9 and look at the expressions on the faces of the shoemaker and his
wife. (pause) What do you think they are thinking? (pause) Now look at the elves. (pause) Why
might the shoemaker want to make them some clothes? (2 seconds pause)

[Narrator2]: Look at the pictures on pages 10 and 11 together. (pause) Talk about what the
shoemaker and his wife are doing in the first picture, and how the elves are feeling in the second

and third pictures. (2 seconds pause)



[Narrator2]: Now look at the final picture on page 11. (pause) Ask your child about how all the
different characters are feeling at the end of the story. (pause) Do you think the elves will come

back and make some more shoes?



