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What's this story about? S 0|0}7|dNtRQ?

It is Gran’s birthday and Dad and Mum have bought her a Chinese vase. When the key glows
it takes the children to China long ago. They discover a plot to kill the Emperor, and warn
him of the danger. The Emperor is pleased and lets the children choose a present - a vase
just like Gran’s!
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Talk together. &7H 0|0F7| S|EAM| 2

Read the title and talk about the characters in the picture. Ask, “What do you think might
happen?” Look at the picture on page 2, and ask, “What do you think is inside the present?”
Look at the fireworks on pages 28 and 29. Ask, “Can you remember watching any fireworks?”
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Read the story. O|0}7|E 2{O0{FA|C}

@ = Word recognition (EH0{ 21X]) @z Language comprehension (910{0|d})

- Before the child reads, look through the pictures to see what happens.
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@ Find the picture of the Emperor on page 17 and find the word ‘Emperor’ in the text.
Count the syllables: Em-per-or.
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© Page 4, ask, "What do you think Mum was thinking?”
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@ Pages 6, find ‘beautiful’. Count the vowels and say the name of each one. This helps the

child to spell the word.
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@ Page 12, read ‘Forbidden’ in three syllables: For-bid-den.
12%, £tO{ ‘Forbidden'g M SHEE Lt 0|2 2: For-bid-den.

© Page 24, ask, “What were the servants planning to do?”
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(© Page 30, ask, “What was Biff’s idea?”
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© Page 32, ask, “Do you think Gran will notice the difference?”
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Play a game. A Y& &S A|LC}

Change the ending

- To help the child to realize that knowing one word can help you to spell another.
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Step
1. Find 'kicked’ on page 20. Explain how you can change ‘kicked’ to 'kicking'.
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2. Find ‘laughed’ on page 2. Ask the child to spell ‘laughing’.
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3. Take turns to find words with ‘-ed’ and change them to ‘-ing’ words.
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Other Ideas C}2 & HiH

You can use these ideas straight away or on another day.
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® Find words that are made up from two shorter words, such as ‘birthday’, ‘firework’,
‘everyone’, ‘downstairs’, ‘gunpowder’. Think of some more that you know.
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Talk about when the next member of the child’s family will be having his/her
birthday. Ask, “How will you decide what birthday present to get him/her?”
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