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What's this story about? & 0|0}7| 7 R?

The children are playing a computer game called ‘Red Planet’ when the key begins to glow.
The magic takes them to a spaceship which takes off and lands on a strange red planet.
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Talk together. & O|OF7| SHEAN 2

Read the title on the cover and talk about the picture. Ask, “Where do you think the children
are?” Explain that Earth is a planet. Ask, “Do you know the names of any other planets?”
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Read the story. O|0F7|E Q0| FA|CH

@ = Word recognition (EH0{ @1 X]) ©= Language comprehension (1 0{0|d})

- Look through the picture to get an idea of what happens.
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@ Page 2, help the child to read the longer words, e.g. break ‘pretended’ down into

syllables (pre-tend-ed) and show how ‘spacemen’ is a compound word, ‘space’ and ‘men’.
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@ Page 9, ask, "Why wasn’t Nadim worried about the rocket being safe?”
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© Pages 17, talk about why astronauts wear spacesuits (protection, e.g. from cold/radiation,

and provides air to breathe).
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© Page 21, ask, “Did it matter that the buggy was broken?”
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© Page 27, ask, “What do you think Wilf’s idea is?”
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© At the end, ask, “"Who enjoyed the adventure?” “Why was that?” “"Who didn’t enjoy it?”
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Play a game. A2 {5 A|Ct.

What were they thinking?

- To help the child focus on characters and guess what they are thinking.
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Step
1. Open the book at any picture. Choose a character and ask the child to guess what

that person is thinking, e.g. on page 12 look at Chip and ask, “What was Chip

thinking?”
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2. The child makes a guess, then discuss his/her suggestion.
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3. Swap roles.
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4. Repeat several times.
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You can use these ideas straight away or on another day.
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® Talk about what the alien creatures might have thought about their strange visitors.

What might they have done after their visit?
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® Look up the names of the planets using an atlas or the internet.
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Storybook?
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