Stage 4. The Weather Vane — More Stories A

Storytelling by Extended Stories?
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Cover/Introduction

Do you know what a weather vane is? You sometimes see them on the top of tall
buildings. There is usually one on the tip of a church spire. Sometimes you see them on
quite new buildings, like a supermarket or a modern town hall. Which ever way the wind
blows, the weather vane will swing round. When people look up at it they can see which
direction the wind is blowing from. If the wind is coming from the south-west, people say,
‘We're in for some rain.' If the wind blows the north-east, people say, 'It's going to be cold.
Maybe we're in for some snow.' This story all about what happened when Wilf and Wilma

went to a building site with their Dad to see a weather vane being put on the supermarket.
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Dad worked for a building company. He was the site manager. His company was building a
big supermarket. We're putting a weather vane on top of the supermarket this morning,' he
said. 'Do you want to come and watch?' 'I'd like to come,’ said Wilf, 'but I don't know what a
weather vane is.' '"Well you'll sood find out,’ said Dad, and on the way we'll look up at all the
tall buildings, to see if we can any other weather vanes." So when Dad went to the building

sate that morning. He took Wilf and Wilma.
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What are they wearing on their heads? Why?
Mo FAS A0 ALQ? of A4 X Q?

What are they wearing on their feet? What else can you wear to protect yourself?
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Point to where on the building you think the weather vane will go.
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Dad showed Wilf and Wilma the building site. They looked at the crane. 'The cab is such a
long way up,’ said Wilma, looking up. 'How does the crane operator know what to do?' Dad
had a two-way radio. 'We can talk to him with this,' he said. ‘What's it like working up
there?' asked Wilma. Dad handed her the radio. 'Why don't you ask him?' he said. So wilma
spoke to the man in the cab. 'That was great!' she said afterwards. 'I'd like to be a crane

operator when I grow up'
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What would you ask the man in the cab?
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Would you like to be a crane operator? Why?
3elel Z[2AZE £ HLtR? of dBItR?

Why does a building site need a big crane like this one?
o d=S A& e olFA 2 Aol 2t
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Later on, a van came to the building site. It had a weather vane on the back. The weather
vane was a large, flat metal cockerel. 'That's the weather vane,' said Wilma. ‘When they are
shaped like a cockerel, people call them weather cocks.' 'It's not made of real gold is it?'
asked Wilf. 'No,' laughed Dad. 'If it was gold, it would be worth a fortune.
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What letter can you see on the weather vane? What does it stand for? What other letters are
on the weather vane?
A= HEH NS0l MAX|L? FAO| AFXO[X|Q? LA 2l M7t MAXK?

Why is the metal cockerel flat and not round and fat?

A SEA= SAZA @ HEeote?
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Dad helped to lift the weather vane from the van. Wilf gave the metal cockerel a gentle
push and it slowly spun round and round. 'Now I can see what happens when the wide
blows,' said Wilf. 'The cock swings round and the head points to where the wind is coming
from." Dad pointed to the roof of the supermarket. ‘It will look good up there,’ he said.
‘People will see it every time they go past.’ Wilf looked at the weather vane. Dad had an

idea... a very good idea indeed.
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See if you can explain how the weather vane works.
SEAZE O{EA =07t=X 288 EM L.

What do you think Dad's idea is?
Ot X|o| | Eo| FHUNY?
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Wilf found a big wooden box which he pulled close to the weather vane. He asked Wilma
to hold his camera. Then he climbed on to the box. 'Be careful!’ warned Dad. 'Make sure you
don't injure yourself or damage the weather vane." Then, with one enormous leap, Wilf
jumped over the weather vane. '‘Be careful,’ said Dad. 'Now I can say I jumped over it,' said
Wilf. Wilma wanted to jump, too. 'I don't get it yet,' she said, 'but I want to jump all the

same.’
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What did Wilf want to jump over the weather vane?
of Wilfe A fIE Foldd HoALe?
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Wilma climbed on the box. 'Be careful,’ shouted Dad. 'Don't worry,' she said. 'This is easy-




peasy.' 'Take a photograph,’ said Wilma. Wilf took a photograph as she jumped over the
weather vane. 'Briliant!’ said Wilf. 'Don't you see, Wilma. Now we can say we have jumped
over it.' 'Oh I get it, now,' said Wilma.
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Do you get it?
o|8}7} E|LtR?

Why is Wilf taking a photograph?
of Wilfs AFRIS ®ILtR?
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At last everything was ready. Big straps were put on the weather vane so that it could be
lifted up by the crane. The weather vane went on the roof. Wilf took a photograph. 'It tooks
small,’ said Wilma. 'Well, it looks small from down here. It was quite big, really,’ 'Things
always look small when they are a long way away,' said Dad.
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What other things look small because they are far away?
CHE Ol AS0| EE| AOCM Ziop Ho|LtR?
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About a week or two later, Biff and Chip's dad took Wilf and Wilma and Biff to the new




supermarket. 'It's the Grand Opening today," said Biff. ‘'Dad says he might come here to do
all the shopping in future.' 'It looks very smart,' said Biff. Wilf winked at Wilma. They both
looked up at the roof. 'See the weather vane,' said Wilf pointing up at it. ‘We've jumped over
it,' said Wilma. Biff and Chip laughed. 'Don't be silly,' said Chip. 'It's much too high for
anyone to jump over. Nobody can jump over a roof -except Superman.’ ‘What a tall story!
said Biff.
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What sort of shopping will Dad do in the supermarket?
Ot X|= FrHOZUON OffH HES &7te?

Does your mum or dad shop in a local supermarket? What is it like?
OfHZILE L7t SH| #HOFUOM S HS ALIR? O{EtR?

Why didn't Biff and Chip believe Wilf and Wilma?
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'So you don't believe we've jumped over that weather vane,' said Wilma. Of course not,’
said Biff. 'You're pulling our legs.' But Wilf had a photograph. It showed Wilma leaping over
the weather vane.'See,"' he said.
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What do you think Biff and Chip said when they saw the photograph?
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What does the expression ‘pull someone's leg' mean?

‘B2t Ho|lbE F& XUt

Do you think Biff and Chip guessed how Wilf and Wilma had jumped over the weather vane?
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