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Stage 2. - More Stories B
Floppy the Hero
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Cover/Introduction

Floppy is often getting himself into trouble, but in this story he does something that makes everyone
really proud of him. And as you can see from his picture on the cover, he felt pretty pleased with himself.
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Biff, Chip, Kipper were playing with their friends on the patch of ground near their house when a fire
engine went by. The fire engine was sounding its siren and it went past at a tremendous speed. The
children were quite started. They had never seen a fire engine racing to a fire before. T wonder where the
fire is, said Chip. ‘It can't be very far away or the fire engine would have gone alone the main road. I
want to be a fireman when I grow up, said Kipper.
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What is a siren? Why does the fire engine have a loud siren?
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Look at the picture. What were the neighbours doing when the fire engine went past?
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There was a fire just down the road. Biff saw smoke first. ‘I can see smoke, said Biff, ‘and it's not far away:
Everyone ran to see what was happening. The neighbours rushed out of their houses and gardens and
ran along the road. ‘Come on, they shouted. 'There’'s a fire! ‘Can we come, too?' called Chip. ‘Yes/
shouted a neighbour, ‘but stay close to me!
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Why did everyone rush to see the fire?

o 255 S5 =5 28 FOH7ILR?

Look at the picture. What were the neighbours doing when the fire engine went past?
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'Get back, said a fireman as everyone reached the place where the fire was. A barn was on fire. It was an
old barn and it hadn't been used for a long time. There were flames coming out of the roof. 1 want
everyone to keep well back, repeated the fireman. ‘We'll soon have the fire out, but I don't want anyone
getting too close.! Tve never seen a fire in real life before, said Biff. ' feel quite frightened. ‘T know, said
Kipper. Tm not sure if I want to be a fireman anymore!
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Why is fire dangerous?
ef 20| flgeota?

How will the fire brigade put the fire out?
27 A 25 ER?
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The fireman began to move at ten times the speed of normal people. They pushed up the shutters on the
side of the fire engine and pulled out a hose. ‘Where do they get the water from?' asked Kipper. ‘They
carry some in big tanks on the fire engine, said Chip. '1 expect they will use that! Suddenly al little dog
ran to the barn. She went to a window and she barked and barked. ‘Look at the little dog barking at the
window, said Biff. T wonder why she’s behaving like that. 'I don't know, said Chip. ‘But there's something
wrong.
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Why do you think the little dog is barking? What do you think is wrong?
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Suddenly Floppy ran to the barn. He didn't stop. With one huge leap, he jumped in the window. His back
feet scrambled and scrabbled against the window sill for a second, then he jumped down inside the barn.
‘Floppy! Come back!" yelled the children. They ran forward but the fireman stopped them and told them
to go back. ‘But our dog's gone inside, said Kipper. ‘he jumped in through that window. ‘I can't think why
he would do a stupid thing like that, said Biff. ‘Oh dear, he might be burned in there!
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Why do you think Floppy has jumped in through the window?
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A fireman made the children stand well back. ‘Keep right out of the way, he said. ‘Get Floppy, said Chip.
‘Please get him out. He doesn’t usually do mad things like this! ‘Don’t worry ‘ said the fireman. ‘Look, the
hoses are working now so the fire will soon be out. We'll get your dog out safe and sound, you'll see! ‘Oh,
I hope so, said Biff. Meanwhile, the fireman pushed the door down and the children held their breath,
waiting to see if Floppy was all right.
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What is Biff holding? Why do you think she is holding the little dog tightly?
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For a few seconds it was hard to see anything because there was a lot of smoke, but then Floppy ran out
of the barn. He had some puppies with him. They were quite young puppies and they looked just like the
little dog that Biff was holding in her arms. ‘So that's why Floppy went into the fire, gasped Kipper. ‘He
went to rescue those little puppies. The little dog wriggled in Biff's arms and began to bark excitedly. "Put
her down, Biff’ said Chip. ‘She wants to see her puppies to make sure they're all right And of course, the
puppies were all right. They followed Floppy out into the sunshine as if being rescued from a burning
barn was something that happened every day of the week.
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What sort of look does Floppy have on his face? What do you think he is thinking?
Floppy= O BEZQVIR? O F& A= 5t AS7Q?

What do you suppose the little dog is thinking?

e 50 e R 242 ota US7e?

Page 14/15

Everyone looked at Floppy and cheered. The children crowded round him, and gave him lots of hugs and
pats. ‘Well, I've never seen anything like that before, said the fire chief. 'I think the dog's a hero. The little
white dog and her puppies thought Floppy was a hero, too. Floppy sat and wagged his tail. He looked
really pleased with himself. ‘What a good dog!" everyone said.
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What does 'hero’ mean?
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For the next few days everyone made a fuss of Floppy and he spent a lot of time with the little white dog
and her puppies. There was a story about Floppy's brave rescue in the newspaper. It had a headline which
said, ‘What a hero!” As for the children, they couldn’t help wondering why the little white dog looked so
fondly at Floppy, and how Floppy knew the little puppies were in the barn in the first place. But perhaps
we'd better not ask too many questions about that!
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